Dear pastors, elders, COM members, staff of Mission Presbytery and all brothers and sisters of the PCUSA
We, the ssssions, pastors and congregations of El Principe de Paz (Mercedes TX), Iglesia Presbiteriana
Getsemani (San Benito, TX) and Iglesia Presbiteriana San Pablo (Brownsville, TX) greet you in the loving and
mighty name of Jesus Christ the Son of the living God, the one and only Lord and Savior. We pray and wish

God's grace and peace upon you.
Through the present letter we are informing you that our sessions and congregations have taken the necessary
steps to disaffiliate from the PCUSA. The United States constitution grants us freedom of assembly, freedom of
speech and freedom of religion. It is under this constitution that our congregations met and have
overwhelmingly voted to disaffiliate from the PCUSA. Therefore our sessions, pastors, and congregations have
renounced the jurisdiction of the PCUSA.
We are also informing you that we are seeking membership into another Presbyterian denomination.
These are the reasons that have led us to this decision:

l.

PCUSA's departure from sound Christian Reformed Presbyterian Doctrine,

2. Hostility in the PCUSA

3. The Dismissal policy

and Mission Presbytery toward those that hold to the orthodoxfoith oJ the church,

approved by Mission Presbytery in October 201l

4. Historic decline of Hispanic Ministries in Mission Presbytery

A

PCUSA's departure from sound Christian Reformed Presbyterian Doctrine,

This is what our congregations believe in contrast to the theolosical trends in the PCUSA

1. We believe in one God who has revealed Himself to humanity in three persons: Father. Son and Holy Spirit
(Triune God, The Holy Trinity). Therefore, we refuse to address God in non-biblical terms such as mother,
child, womb, sophia and the like.

2.

We believe that the one and only way to God is through Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ is the one and only way to
salvation, the one and only way for eternal life in the presence of God. Therefore, we refuse to accept that all
people will be saved regardless of faith in Jesus Christ; we refuse to accept that there are other ways to salvation
aside from Jesus Christ.

3.

We believe that the Holy Spirit inspired those who wrote the Scriptures (The Bible). Therefore, we believe
that the Bible is the word of God and reveals to us God's will. The Bible is authoritative in our lives and we do
our best to obey God's commandments. We believe that Jesus is the Incamate Word of God; in dismissing the

written word of God we are dismissing the Incamate Word of God. Therefore, we refuse to demote the
authority of Scripture (Amendment 10-A demotes the authority of Scripture).

4. We believe that those who are called to office in the church

are to lead a

life in obedience to Scripture and in

conformity to the historic confessional standards of the church. Among these standards is the requirement to
live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness.
Therefore, we refuse to disobey God by removing all or any biblical sexual standards for ordained office.

5. We believe, according to the Scriptures, that God intended

sexual relations to be only between a man and a

woman and only in marriage. Therefore, we refuse to accept the approach that sexual sin is permissible and

acceptable to God; sin such as fomication, adultery, homosexuality (both, among men and women), orgies and

all sorts of sexual immorality.

6. According to the Scriptures we believe that God established the institution of Marriage to be only between
one man and one woman. Therefore, we refuse to accept any other definition of marriage aside from the one

given to us by God in the Bible.

7. There ure many other

issues such as abortion, The PCUSA's position on Israel, the teaching of seminaries,

ecumenism and inter-faith worship, definition of The Christian Family, etc.
We believe that our church members should aim to live according to Scripture.

(2) Hostility in the PCUSA and Mission Presbytery toward

those that hold to the orthodox

faith of the church

After the approval of amendment l0-A by the PCUSA a very good number of like-minded orthodox
Presbyerians in Mission Presbytery affempted a solution to our dilemm4 our disagreemento our crisis of
conscience, by holding a meeting which took place at a church in Austin and at El Principe dePaz in Mercedes
simultaneously, through Skype. This was an attempt in good faith for us to find a way to remain faithful to
Christ within the PCUSA by exploring the option of an overlay presbyery, which would provide differentiation
while still being part of the PCUSA. This effort was met with great hostility; a letter coming out of the
presbytery offices was sent through email accusing those who participated of being divisive and schismatic.
Even when meetings from the other side of the spectrum have taken place throughout the years it was only
when the "evangelical" side met that a decisive effort to suppress voices was made. Shortly after, the idea of an
overlay presbytery was declared unconstitutional.
Furthermore, we are closely aware of the hostility that many theologically "conservative" congregations and
pastors are experiencing nationwide. We are also aware of several churches going through a dismissal process
nationwide and how detrimental this process has been to the congregations and their pastors.

(3) The Dismissal policy approved by Mission Presbytery on October 201l

At the presbytery meeting, which took place in the month of October 201l, a "dismissal policy" was approved.
To begin with, this policy was presented without the possibility of amendments. Whether this was legal or not
is not our point. The PCUSA is facing one of the most divisive points of its existence; therefore it is more
important than ever for transparency, integrity and Christian love to be the rules and guidelines in carrying out
the business of the church. In such a historic moment Christian wisdom should have been more important than
any legality. Amendments should have been allowed, it was the Christian thing to do.
The policy states: "When the leadership of the presbyery becomes qware that there is conversation in the
session or congregation about leaving the denomination, visitation will be offeredto the session of a listening
team appointed by the moderator of presbytery, the executive presbyter, and the stated clerk...Should the
congregation or its leadership refuse visits and discussion with the listening team andlor the resolution team, the
council shall immediately recommend to the presbytery theformation of an administrative commission with

authority to actfor the presbytery in matters delegated to the administrative commission." After intense
deliberations at the presbytery meeting it became clear to us that this is in no way a dismissal policy for it does
not allow a session or congregation to freely discuss the option of leaving. It has forced sessions and
congregations to meet and hold conversations secretly in order for presbytery not to intervene. We believe that

this policy is in direct violation of the United States constitution which grants us freedom of speech, freedom of
assembly and even freedom of religion yet even more important and above all this... it is not being Christ like.
Furthermore, it grants full power to the moderator of presbltery, the executive presbyter, and the stated clerk to
appoint a visiting team which will then become the resolution team in the process of dismissal. Our deep
respect to these individuals and these positions, nonetheless, we believe that they should not hold absolute

power over such a delicate, important and transcendental matter. This should be a COM matter, where the
collective wisdom of presbytery is present and where there is a wide variety of views present as well. A good
number of orthodox, conservative, evangelicals do not trust the persons to whom this policy gives full power.
Regardless of the tension and hostility nationwide and at Mission Presbytery our original intention was to seek

dismissal according to whatever the presbltery guidelines would be. Nevertheless, the approval of this
dismissal policy tilted the balance the other way and made us change our minds.
(4) Historic decline of Hispanic Ministries in Mission Presbytery
Some of our Hispanic churches have been in existence about one hundred years or more. During this time our
churches have belonged to presbyteries from Mexico, The Texas Mexican Presbytery, and other presbyteries

in

the PCUS and the PCUSA. Historically, we have not had much input in the decisions made for us. In the 2l't
century we are gently determined to have an input in our future and we have made a decision: To stand for
Christ regardless of the cost, for His word and the proclamation of the Gospel (according to the Holy

Scriptures). As Hispanic congregations our decision leads us to leave the PCUSA.
We have been grieved to see Hispanic congregations in Texas, especially in Mission presbyery, close their
doors one by one. We have been grieved in seeing this happening during a time when the Hispanic population
has boomed in the geographical area of Mission Presbytery. We have, as well, been grieved to see Programs for
Hispanics at presbytery level disappear one by one. Mission Presbyery used to have an office for Hispanic

Ministries at its facilities, which was done away with. Likewise, Mission Presbyery used to have an associate
Executive Presbyter for Hispanic Ministries, which was done away with as well. Our presbytery used to have a
Hispanic Ministries Council (which mostly met very far away from us)...what has happened to it?
We thank Mission Presbytery, The Synod of the Sun and the General Assembly for all efforts made on behalf of
Hispanic Ministries, especially in the financial realm. We will be forever grateful and thankful to the Lord for
His providence through your generoslty.
Despite the financial efforts, because of the reasons named above, we have not felt fully received and embraced
culturally and ethnically as part of Mission presbytery...we love and care for the whole church and we pray for
the well being of all believers, yet at the same time we now need to do what is best for us as Hispanic
Congregations.

We lovingly declare that we are no longer under the jurisdiction of the PCUSA. Yet in no way do we seek
to be disobedient to the Lord and to His word. We understand that the property clause in the Book of Order of
the PCUSA makes us hold in trust our property, where we worship and serve, for the PCUSA. No good
argument can remove that clause. Therefore we appeal to your sense of mercy and implore of you to dig deep
within your hearts, and allow us to keep our properties, our assets and bank accounts. We are not rich churches,
we do not have a high income, we do not have big bank accounts, and we are all located

in low income neighborhoods in two of the poorest counties of the United States. So we kindly implore for the
sake of the extension of God's kingdom that you will let us go with the little that we have; so that we may
continue to let His light shine in our respective neighborhoods.
Nevertheless, if you decide that it is important for you to keep our buildings and our finances please know that
we stand ready to hand everything over to you. Our convictions have led us to make a stand for Christ and the

faith of the church, not the properties. Our pastors will need to get their books and personal items, other than
that we reaffirm our readiness to lose it all for the sake of Christ.
We are grateful to God and you for all the years in the PCUSA and the friendships that have been forged;
nevertheless our convictions have grown deeper and stronger and we sadly, yet with conviction, say that we
can no longer remain part of it. We pray for the PCUSA to walk with Christ according to His Word for the

glory of God the Father, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Standingfor Jesus
El Principe d9 Paz.(Mercedes" TX)
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Rev. H6ctor Reynoso

Clerk of Session, Carmina Flores

Iglesia Presbiteriana Getsemani (San Benito, TX)
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Rev. Tom Johnson

Iglesia Presbiteriana San Pablo (Brownsville TX)

Clerk of session, Emma C. Garcia
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Clerk of Session" Rosie Garcia

